
Isay this because if the recent trend continues and
September mirrors previous months, the current crisis is

unlikely to abate, with lower demand in some sectors,
supply availability restrictions and cost prices remaining
higher than usual, requiring members and industry
colleagues to continue to face up to, and respond to, all the
challenges thrown at them.

However, and despite these many difficulties, CAB
members have continued to produce and deliver high
quality products, service levels and projects. In fact one of
the most visited sections of the CAB website remains the
project gallery. The gallery continues to attract a lot of
traffic on our website and members report that they have
received numerous initial enquiries stemming from
viewings.

Although current challenges continue to take up most of
members’ time, as an industry, it is still important to keep
promoting the benefits of aluminium in buildings and the
positive perception of aluminium overall. As part of the

aluminium
industry’s waste-
not-want-not
approach to
circularity and to
help promote new
positive waste
perceptions, the
International
Aluminium Institute
( AI) has recently
produced two waste
perception
factsheets on
bauxite residue and
spent pot lining.

The bauxite
residue factsheet
provides
information on the
importance and
availability of
bauxite, how bauxite residue is produced, its availability,
and its use in key applications now and in the near future.
The spent pot lining (SPL) factsheet similarly explains
how SPL is produced, its availability, use and residue
waste use. The factsheets are presented in a simple and
clear format to help inform about the importance and
usage of these by-products with various case studies of
how companies have and continue to successfully use
these residue products.

Further to reuse of production residue, today we recycle
a higher percentage of our scrap aluminium as extraction
rates from deconstruction of our structures has increased
to almost 100%, such is the value of the metal. In fact,
many aluminium supply chains now see our cities as
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Keep up the cause
The Romans dedicated the month of September toVulcan, the Roman god of fire including the fire
of metalworking, and the forge. Let us hope this bodes well for the industry and especially CAB
members this month, especially ifVulcan could join up with Pax, the Roman god of peace to help
out too
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Based at the picturesque Bonds’ Mill development in
Stonehouse, CAB staff are always on hand during normal
working hours to answer any membership, training or

technical aluminium fenestration related questions. News
and event information is regularly updated on the CAB
website at www.c-a-b.org.uk and also in the association
monthly ezine ‘A Window Into Aluminium’ which is free to
sign up to. If you are not a member of CAB and wish to
learn more about membership, please contact Jessica
Dean at the CAB offices by email jessica.dean@c-a-

b.org.uk or telephone Jessica at the office on
01453 828851.

‘urban mines’ for the future extraction and re-use of
aluminium used in both construction and transport
infrastructure.

What is new today is the ability to recycle aluminium
back into its original ‘grades’. Pure aluminium is rarely
used. It is normally formed into an aluminium alloy which
contains other materials that give the alloy special
characteristics. There are many globally recognised grades
of aluminium alloy which are placed into a long list or
‘series’ of different characteristics which are used in
various applications. For wrought aluminium used in the
architectural aluminium extrusion process, we generally
use an alloy grade 6063. The ability to recycle in a single
grade is helped by using modern, handheld alloy analysers.
These X-ray fluorescence (XRF) analysers perform a
quick, non-destructive analysis of scrap so grades can be
grouped together for recycling.

Keeping the grades segregated means that the scrap
aluminium has a higher value to a reprocessor ensuring
that former architectural installations can be collected and
made back into windows, doors and curtain walls.

There are two recognised types of scrap: pre-consumer
and post-consumer. As its name suggests, pre-consumer
scrap is offcuts and damaged material from manufacture,
post-consumer scrap is aluminium collected from the
building deconstruction process or where an existing
building is being refurbished. The value of the scrap is
based on how ‘clean’ it is, that is to say free from thermal
breaks, screws, fittings, gaskets, etc. Modern scrap
processes can clean any scrap aluminium into clean scrap
by removing these unwanted materials. Whilst pre-
consumer scrap can easily be collected and fed back into
the aluminium supply chain, post-consumer scrap often
lies outside the traditional aluminium fenestration supply
chain and it is more challenging to ensure it is recycled
through the correct channels.

The Council for Aluminium in Building (CAB) has been
pioneering a ‘closed-loop’ recycling initiative – Closed

Loop Recycling Scheme (CLRC) – which encourages its
members to recycle through the initiative to ensure that
scrap aluminium remains in the UK and remains in the
6063 extrusion grade alloy. Any member of CAB can join
the scheme for free and more information is available on
the CAB website. Whilst the scheme is currently
voluntary, in Germany such schemes have become
mandatory, such is the importance of forming closed-loop
recycling. In partnership with the Glass and Glazing
Federation (GGF) we have recently extended the initiative
and the GGF is promoting the scheme to its own members
to ensure that more residential scrap is recycled.

CAB member Alutrade is an advanced scrap reprocessor
which collects scrap from across the UK from the
aluminium fenestration supply chain and from
construction refurbishment and deconstruction sites on
behalf of our scheme and we track the volume of
architectural aluminium scrap back into a single grade
alloy.

CAB members’ next business meeting takes place on the
13th October in Liverpool at the Crowne Plaza Hotel and
Royal Liver Building. The afternoon meeting, which is free
to members to attend, and a valuable networking
opportunity, will include updates on CAB’s activities as
well as topical presentations by representatives from
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