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Comment
Of things that have irritated me this month I feel a bit spoiled for
choice. As a seafood lover I could go on about the government
carelessly, nonchalantly even, destroying that industry but it does
seem nonchalant about destroying every other industry from
Northern Ireland supermarkets and the whole pub trade to
transport and the City of London.And that has nothing to do with
our industry.Yet.
The one success it can claim, the Covid vaccination roll out, has
kept everything else out of the news so lucky for some!
Closer to home, the cladding corruption scandal rumbles on with the government applying a £5bn
sticking plaster over the wound.
It seems that the government has been dragged kicking and screaming to fund the refurbishment of
high rise blocks with dangerous cladding. Ignoring the moral issue – the government has no morals
anyway as far as I can see – I have two questions: how did the cladding get passed by building control
in the first place and, given that manufacturers were fiddling test results, why are we not seeing
prosecutions? I would have thought that Grenfall should result in corporate manslaughter charges
being raised. Instead we get the usual interminable enquiries which, however well meaning the
appointed chair people are, keeps everyone talking and by the time it is all over the point is lost and
under the carpet it goes.
Continued Page 2
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Comment

It does seem to me that the ultimate responsibility must lie with
government. It is responsible for the legislation that allows, in this instance,
rather than prevents the problem.“It wasn't us that changed the rules, it was
the last lot,” doesn't entirely wash either.Watering down of regulations and
standards, often to help out an industry, and sometimes I have no doubt a
few chums, has been going on for years.
Another problem is that the new cash only applies to buildings over 18m.
The problem is much deeper and affects all modern blocks. I wrote in
December about a block of flats in Richmond Park. Four stories, unlike
Grenfall not full of 'poor' people but 'luxury' flats full of professional types.
The problem here wasn't cladding it was internal firebreaks, or the lack of
them. The whole place went up in ten minutes, by good fortune and the
bravery of one of the residents the only fatality was a cat.
It seems that our whole testing and inspection regime is not fit for
purpose. We already know that manufacturers fiddle tests as evidenced by
Grenfell but even if they didn't it seems that testing in general is woefully
inadequate. Take components from different manufacturers that are used
together. Are they tested together? Probably not. Fire doors are a good
example of systems having to work together.A door may provide protection
but if the frame that holds it is inadequate its performance will be limited by the
integrity of the frame.In fact the performance of fire doors was an issue in Grenfall.
Down the line, it seems, builders are left to specify as well as fit
components. Architects no longer specify. Building regulations which are
supposed to specify performance seem to be little more than a compromise
and building control, which always used to be by local authority inspectors,
is now in the hands of private contractors. According to one source,
inspection is carried out: “As far as is practical,” and the final building
certificate has been described as “a legal nicety,” by one independent fire
safety inspector.
So we get failures, sometimes deaths, enquiries, hand-wringing, and “lessons
learnt”. Added to that we get government indifference and contractors
walking off with billions for shoddy work which house buyers end up paying
to put right.
Dig a bit deeper and you find that cladding 'interests' have been funding the
Tories and even Boris Johnson has benefited going right back to when he was
Mayor of London.
Fairness? Justice? Sorry, not in the lexicon.
And there is a degree of corporate cynicism too. Giving evidence to the
Grenfell inquiry, Arconic's president in France, Claude Schmidt, told the
inquiry that lower fire safety restrictions in the UK encouraged sales of the
most flammable version of the company's product, made from polyethylene,
plastic, or PE as it was known in the industry.
He said other countries had gradually restricted sales of cladding made
from polyethylene or PE, which burns easily. He believed that Kazakhstan had
banned it. Despite that, the UK remained a "PE market", he said.
Arconic was awarded a product certificate for its Reynobond PE
aluminium composite cladding in the UK by the BBA in 2008, opening up the
possibility of more sales in the UK.
Arconic shared only one, successful, fire test result with the British Board
of Agrément (BBA), and not a failed result, an inquiry into the fire heard.
But Schmidt denied the failed test was "deliberately concealed" by his firm.
He said the BBA should have found the poor test result as part of an audit
implying that it is up to the regulators to spot the problem, not up to the
supplier to provide products with proper integrity.
So we are stuck. We have a government that only cares about its 'chums'
upon who it relies to fund the party and seems quite happy to allow
inadequate regulation to put people's lives at risk. As far as putting things
right is concerned it is either the victims who pay or it is the taxpayer.
It is time, surely, for the testing and regulatory systems to be made fit for
purpose, regardless of who is inconvenienced. After all that is what they are
supposed to be there for.

John Roper
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NEWS

Slinger, CEO

New link in
the chain

T

Y

he Council for Aluminium in Building
(CAB) has named Phil Slinger as its
new CEO. He will join the association in
March 2021.
Slinger brings a wealth of experience
to CAB. His previous role was as a
senior director of one of the largest
association management companies in
the UK where he had responsibility for
over 35 trade associations, professional
societies and charities. He has also held
senior leadership roles in a range of high
profile
UK
and
international
membership organisations, professional
bodies and trade associations in the
construction, manufacturing DIY, retail
and healthcare sectors.
CAB president, Mo Panam, who
headed the search for a new CEO, says:
Phil has a strong trade association
background including working with and
for membership bodies in the UK
construction sector and European
hardware and DIY markets.
“It was Phil’s enthusiasm, focus and
experience in trade associations that
secured him his appointment and we are
all looking forward to working with
him.”
Slinger says: “I am thrilled to be named
as the new CEO and eager to continue
the advancement of the business
strategy and developing additional

ale has appointed Richard Eden as
supply chain director to strengthen
its senior team. Eden joins the business
with over 25 years industry experience
and a wealth of knowledge in
warehousing, logistics, distribution, and
supply chain.
In his new role, Eden will oversee and
manage supply chain and logistics
strategies. He will also have overall
responsibility for Yale’s logistics partner,
as well as the central factored products
planning department.
Eden says: “Yale is the trusted brand

Phil Slinger
services for CAB members.
“I look forward to meeting with our
diverse membership, to learn more
about each member and discover what
we can do to support their businesses,
alongside promoting aluminium within
the construction industry." ❐

Construction under survey
T

he Health and Safety Executive
(HSE) is urging the construction
industry to get involved in important
new research to develop a broader
picture of the benefits and challenges of
the principal designer (PD) role under
CDM 2015 by completing an online
survey.
HSE has appointed MPW R&R (an
independent
construction
safety
consultancy) to undertake research
(http://mpwrandr.co.uk/hse-cdm-2015principal-designer-survey/)
The survey is seeking the views of
organisations and individuals that have
experience of the PD role either by:
being appointed as a PD; being
appointed as one of the other CDM
2015 duty holders (client, designer,
4

principal contractor or contractor); or
working on or interacting with
construction projects where a PD was
appointed.
The views of individuals who
have experience of the PD role,
regardless of project size, would be
welcomed.
Survey questions will ask how the PD
role is being implemented, to broaden
understanding of the benefits of the role
as well as the challenges of
implementing it. In addition to the
industry-wide survey, the research will
also be seeking the views of key
stakeholder organisations via a series of
personal interviews and/or written
submissions. ❐

Richard Eden
when it comes to home security and is
well-respected by fabricators, installers,
and consumers alike. I’m thrilled to be
starting this new chapter of my career
and look forward to being a part of the
future of the business.
“My aim is to provide supply chain
advantage to ensure optimum flow of
material and information from source of
supply to end customer, to meet both
customer requirements and business
performance targets.”
Paul Atkinson, sales and commercial
director at Yale DWS says: “Richard is a
fantastic addition to the business,
bringing a wealth of experience to the
role. His extensive knowledge of the
hardware industry will be a valuable
asset to the business moving forward.” ❐
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Innovation comes built-in

60
Quotes
available in
60 minutes

SLIMLINE INTEGRAL BLINDS
FOR HERITAGE WINDOWS
Ideal for composite doors and vertical sliding windows
requiring a 24mm overall sealed unit
Slider or cord controlled options
Available in white, beige or silver
EXCLUSIVE from Morley Glass & Glazing

Morley Glass & Glazing Ltd
Unit 3
Leeds 27 Industrial Estate
Bruntcliffe Way
Leeds LS27 0HH

morleyglass.co.uk
0113 277 8722 sales@morleyglass.co.uk

MARKETING

Shifts happen
Andrew Scott, managing director of Purplex, discusses the five shifts that will impact the glass and
glazing industry in 2021

N

ot surprisingly, the UK economy suffered its worstever slump in 2020. Entire industries such as
hospitality and travel have been devastated while online
retailers Boohoo and Asos carved up the high street as
established giants toppled like dominos.
The last 12 months have seen the greatest shift in
business thinking and consumer behaviour in history.
Amidst
these
seismic
shifts,
the
home
improvement industry has enjoyed a mini boom. I believe
this is set to continue but there are five shifts that every
fabricator and installer should be aware of.

Shift in working behaviour

We know the pandemic has forced tens of millions of
people to stay at home, whether furloughed or working
from home. And without the cost of commuting, holidays
or other expenses, many consumers are spending the
money on windows, doors and conservatories.
The good news is that this behaviour is likely to
continue.The impact of the pandemic is twofold; it created
an immediate change with economic and social
lockdown, but i
t has also accelerated trends that were
already happening, such as digital transformation and
flexible working.
These trends are likely to continue after lockdown
restrictions are lifted. Millions of people will be working
from home more often and will continue to upgrade their
living space and add further space with single-storey
extensions and stand-alone garden rooms set to boom.

Shift towards sustainability

Our attitudes towards sustainability have also
accelerated. We can see this in the growth of
electric vehicles, as people move away from diesel and
petrol. And as more people work from home, they become
more aware of energy costs.
Combine this with a government drive towards net-zero
carbon housing and the Future Homes Standard for new
properties, and we can expect homeowners to put energy
efficiency higher on their priority list than ever.
The companies that focus on sustainable,
environmentally friendly home improvements will be the
biggest winners. As the electric vehicle market has shown
us, consumers are prepared to pay a premium for ecofriendly products.

Shift in costs

Costs are rising fast across the entire industry, and one
can debate the reasons, from raw material shortages to
Brexit and Covid-19. Nor is it just materials. Labour costs
are rising fast as skills shortages push up wages,
and shipping costs are skyrocketing.
Companies must review their pricing and costs, and
adjust their selling prices and marketing proposition

6

accordingly, or face
serious consequences.

Shift in digital

While
visits
to
showrooms may return
when installers are
allowed
to
open,
the
shift
to
online shopping and
mobile app transactions
is here to stay as
the
pandemic
has
accelerated
digital
transformation among
every age group and
demographic.
Andrew Scott
A website that
customers can trust and
is easy to find and use, through to online quoting and
ordering, e-signatures and automated updates, are all part
of the digital experience consumers expect. Mobilebased digital technologies such as augmented reality are
also likely to be on the rise as several companies develop
products to replace 2D and 3D designs for
windows, doors, and conservatories.

Market shifts

Rishi Sunak’s business support package has been a
lifeline for many companies, from the job
retention scheme (furlough), to deferring VAT payments
and the provision of bounce back and CBILS
loan schemes.
But as the support runs out and payments kick in, the
landscape is set to change. Zombie companies – those just
managing to survive – are likely to fail, while more robust
fabricators and installers are likely to grow, fuelled by a
buoyant market and less competition.
The solution is investment; those companies that invest
in their business, marketing and product range will reap
the benefits. For struggling firms, it requires a rethink. Can
you raise investment capital, or is it time to consider
selling, merging or retirement?
The established industry landscape is likely to
change. The next 12 months will be a real-life game of
snakes and ladders, and companies who understand the
five shifts could see extraordinary growth, while those who
ignore them may permanently slide away. ❐
Andrew Scott is one of the industry’s leading business
and marketing experts and in the last 30 years has
worked with and advised hundreds of companies in the
building products and home improvement sectors, during
both good and bad times. www.purplexmarketing.com
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We have what you need
At Kestrel we stock a vast range of aluminium extrusions for the fabrication of windows,
doors and roofing – in a variety of lengths - standard, half and quarter. This means the
most economical option is always available for your project. Minimal waste and high
sustainability in profiles of the highest standard from a company with a 30 year pedigree.
For more information please call 0121 333 3575 or email info@kestrelaluminium.co.uk

WINDOWS

DOORS

ROOFING

SHOPFRONT

CURTAIN WALL

BRINGING LIGHT INTO LIVING

www.kestrelaluminium.co.uk
Tel: 0121 333 3575

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Pushing boundaries
Steel glazing specialist, Devizes-based Wrightstyle, has announced what it describes as a significant
and breakthrough fire test.The company, has tested its WSL SR60 curtain wall framing system
with Schott Pyranova 120 glass

T

he successful test at WarringtonFire was carried out
with the exterior building surface facing into the
furnace. The significance is that the SR60 system has been
tested to be dual directional fire resistant.Which makes the
system an ideal solution in places where a high level of
integrity and insulation is required.
The test was extremely demanding on the system
components, and target performance was to achieve EI120
(120 minutes integrity and insulation).
Chris Peters, design manager at Wrightstyle says: “In the
event, the test ran for a period of 148 minutes, exceeding
the criteria for a pass by 23%. Such a comfortable overrun
is rare in high-performance tests. Its significance is that
many specifiers don’t pay enough attention to the fact that
a fire can start on either side of a fire-rated glazing system.
In other words, the specified glazing system will provide
protection, but only in one direction.
“It is a safety issue that Wrightstyle, as a leading
international advanced glazing company, has recognised
as important in, for example, atria, shopping centres or
airports.
“But it’s also a significant advance in providing greater
fire protection between high risk areas such as car parks
and lower risk areas such as offices – or between
buildings.”
The test also incorporated steel spandrel panels, making
it one of the first alternative infill options to achieve two
hours of integrity and insulation. Spandrel panels can have
both functional and aesthetic purposes, and generally have
to meet thermal, acoustic, fire performance and moisture
requirements. The SR60 system is also fully weather
certified.
Full furnace temperature was achieved after some 60
minutes into the test, with a peak temperature of 1050
degrees C.
8

The test module size was three metres by three metres
and the test was jointly carried out by Wrightstyle
and Schott Technical Glass Solutions.
Helmut Kugelmann, sales director for fire resistant and
security glazing at Schott, says: “Schott was very happy to
work with Wrightstyle in developing this fully-tested safe
solution that exceeds local building code requirements.”
The SR60 curtain wall framing system can be installed
internally or externally, further underlining the capabilities
of the system and its absolute safe functionality.
System attributes of the SR60 curtain walling system
include:
● Tested to BS476 Part 22 and EN1364-3
● Dual directional fire applications up to EI-148 minutes
● Dry gasket glazed
● Self-draining
● Pressure equalised
● Thermally broken
● Roof glazing applications
● Air permeability AE (> 600 Pa)
● Water resistance (Pa) RE 1650
● U value <0.9 W/(m2K)
● Sound insulation up to Rw 48dB
● Burglar resistant as per DIN EN1627 up to RC3
● Bullet resistance to BR8.
● Steel faced spandrel panels.
“This breakthrough test gives architects and specifiers
new evidence on our WSL SR60 system, allowing them to
push the boundaries of fire safety,” says Peters.
“All our systems are complete and guaranteed, and
tested to European, US and Asian standards.We believe in
testing everything and were one of the first companies, for
example, to test one of our systems against a lorry bomb.” ❐
www.wrightstyle.co.uk
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COVER STORY – RECYCLING

What goes
around...
Producing installer support packages is a never-ending task for window and door fabricators. Alex
Hamilton of Veka Recycling believes that smart marketeers should be using recycling to help their
installers hook homeowners

A

s homeowners in the UK we are all now committed to
recycling our household waste. Although it may have
been driven originally by legislation, the habit is now
ingrained into our weekly routine with the separation of
cardboard, aluminium, glass and plastics especially, an
intuitive action.
So tapping into that positive commitment to ensuring
these and other materials are reused for the good of all of
us, provides the window and door industry with an
excellent opportunity to provide an additional benefit to
homeowners i
n the bid to secure their business. Alex
Hamilton, who heads the sales and marketing for PVC-U
window recycler Veka Recycling, is baffled why installers
don’t use the positive story of what happens to old PVCU windows after they are removed: “We have thousands of
installers throughout the UK removing tens of thousands
of old PVC-U window and door frames,” says Hamilton,
“and yet nobody appears to be using this as a positive
aspect of their service to their customers.
“This misses a significant sales-closing opportunity.
Few if any homeowners will realise that that their old
PVC-U windows must be removed from site and disposed
of according to strict laws that govern their disposal and
that they will ultimately be jointly responsible for this. So
proving to them that the old frames will be disposed of
through a responsible, audited process and also, that the
frames will then be turned into brand new products –
perhaps even new windows – are very powerful messages,”
he suggests.
“Fabricators play a most important part in the recycling
process, by acting as consolidators for the collection of old
frames, even collecting frames from installers, but by
actively promoting that the UK window industry is very
good at recycling old frames – an estimated 80% of the
PVC-U window frames that are removed from homes
when new windows and doors are installed are
reprocessed – we can strengthen the sustainability
credentials of our industry. Positive messages included in
the marketing materials fabricators provide for installer
customers would have a significant impact, perhaps even
make the difference between closing a sale or not. And it
would cost next to nothing.”
Hamilton is backed by Veka Recycling’s MD Simon
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Scholes, who has long been a staunch proponent of the
recycling of PVC-U frames, and who has led the
construction of what is Europe’s most advanced specialist
PVC-U window and door frames recycling facility, Veka
Recycling’s
new
plant
at
Wellingborough,
Northamptonshire. Scholes also serves as deputy chair of
the recycling committee of the representative body for the
plastics industry, the British Plastics Federation. As such
he has both vested and personal commitments to
encouraging the growth of plastics recycling generally,
and especially PVC-U frames.
However, there are also moral and legal imperatives to
ensure that every old PVC-U window frame is recycled
correctly, warns Scholes: “Installers giving their old
profiles to a firm that they haven’t checked, could be
breaking the law and even find themselves part of
organised crime,” he insists. “It is crucial that installers
use credible companies not only to collect old frames but
also to process the frames. Many companies out there
have ‘recycling’ on the side of their trucks but very few
actually carry out the recycling; there is just a handful that
have that capability. It’s simple to check.”
“We will be delighted to work with any company that
wishes to develop such strategies,” says Hamilton.
“Homeowners can enjoy their brand-new windows and
doors; and feel good that their old frames will be going
round again.” ❐
www.veka-recycling.co.uk
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WE ARE THE UK’S NUMBER
ONE MANUFACTURER OF

GLASS AND
PROFILE
HANDLING
EQUIPMENT

Our products include a varied range of
equipment ranging from stillages, racks and
tables to specialised optimisation trolleys.
– Specialist in bespoke design for site use
– Made to suit your facility
– Free delivery on bulk orders

glass-handling.co.uk | sales@glass-handling.co.uk | 0161 723 1551

MACHINERY

Zooming in
Prior to the first pandemic lockdown in March 2020 at Stuga video calls were limited to the odd
Skype call and maybe an occasional Facetime, but almost none of these calls were with customers,
just the odd connection with colleagues writes Steve Haines

M

ost internal and external communications at Stuga
were with either phone or email. During the first
week of the total lockdown the company’s directors very
quickly discovered that video calls were essential and we
turned to using Zoom for the first time. For seven weeks
the only communications were by Zoom for all employees
with daily decisions made by the directors using Zoom.
The only staff not furloughed were the accounts office staff
who controlled cashflow and furlough wages.
The first staff back after lockdown were the internal
service team closely followed by the service field
technicians and eventually the machinery building team,
all arranged and organised through Zoom. Service was in
high demand instantly when window fabrication restarted
but machine building was held back to see if and when
ordered machines were required and we were pleasantly
surprised to learn that all ordered machines were wanted
as soon as possible. To add to this we quickly started
getting new enquiries and the continuation of open
enquiries were very soon followed by new orders. Again
Zoom played a key role and Stuga discovered that many
customers were perfectly happy to discuss enquires and
even place orders by video conference calls either with
Zoom or Teams. For some customers that had more
complicated technical requirements we have been able to
get several members of staff with various skill sets together
on a video call with one or more from the customer’s side
to help everyone involved understand the machinery
requirements and then put together a specification. PreCovid this would not have happened to the same level. It
would have required putting everybody in the same room
and distance and time would have proved prohibitive.
It is very helpful that our staff have many long term
relationships with customers so there is a great degree of
ongoing trust. This trust works well, especially if the
people have met face-to-face which helps them to relate
very easily on a video call. Currently we have six key staff
working from home creating a safe environment for them
to work within and also creating more space at head office
for other staff to be able to distance and work safely. All six
are in regular communications with one another and the
whole team mainly by Zoom.The internet creates a perfect
opportunity not only for video communications but also
access to Stuga’s servers and core systems.
With several hundred automatic machines running each
day all over the UK and Ireland Stuga has to be able to
respond to breakdowns and technical queries which often
come in several at a time.The team also needs to look after
nearly two hundred machines that are covered by our
comprehensive service contract cover. These customers
12

Steve Haines
pay for fast and effective back-up so quite rightly expect
the best possible service when they need it. Stuga
machines have on-board internet diagnostics and cameras
which help to get them quickly diagnosed and either fixed
or a technician scheduled to visit. For practical reasons
diagnostic discussions usually take place by mobile phone
but when the technicians are dealing with a complex issue
the internal Stuga team comes together by Zoom to
brainstorm the situation.
We will be pleased to reach a day when we can all work
together again and visit customers freely but in the
meantime we have found video conferencing a superbly
efficient way to be able to plan and manage our business as
well as give our customers an even better back-up
experience. ❐
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Unit 3, Lloyd Street, Parkgate, Rotherham, S62 6JG

Tel 01709 710100 Fax 01709 525262
Email info@connaughtconservatories.co.uk

www.connaughtroofs.com

Three Solid Roofs - One Fabricator

www.connaughtroofs.co.uk

Give us a call for all your Conservatory Roof needs on

01709 710100
WE DO MORE - SO YOU DO LESS
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Beyond our needs
Premo Fabrications is the first façade manufacturer in the UK to take delivery of a new L3 version
of Emmegi’s flagship, 20-axes Quadra aluminium machining centre

T

he L0, L1 and L2 versions of the Quadra can all cut,
drill and machine in one single operation, delivering
huge advances in efficiency, but the L3 adds an extra
dimension with a secondary module equipped with a dual
drilling unit.This can mill, drill and tap at any angle on the
ends of the profile as well as on the horizontal, allowing
companies like Premo to broaden the options they can
offer in unitised curtain walling.
Jack Tait, the facades production manager at Premo
Fabrications, says: “This dual drilling unit opens up
additional new business streams for us and gives us
capabilities which go beyond our immediate needs but
which we know will be useful in the future.
“With this size of investment, it was crucial for us to
choose a machine which was ‘futureproofed’ and would
give us scope to go on adding to our product range in the
coming months and years.”
As well as the dual drilling, the Quadra L3 was specced
by Premo with a double depth, dual-zone outfeed which
works with an automatic push feed and ejector system to
maximise the profile throughput.
Premo fabricates almost exclusively in Kawneer profile
to supply the ongoing façade requirements of the FK
Group, of which, it is now a part. Jack Tait says: “Because
the Quadra cuts, drills and machines in one, it mitigates
the tolerances which are normally incurred at each
14

separate stage, giving us the precision we need for the FK
Group installations, as well as the large scale volumes.”
The Quadra L3 features a CNC operated 600mm
vertical cutting module with downward movement on 3
axes and a range from -45° to +245° and a 350mm
horizontal cutting module mounted on the same support
beam as the drill, with a range from -45° to +45° for large
bars and special cuts.
Because this was the first Quadra L3 to be supplied in
the UK, Tait travelled to Italy before the pandemic to see
the machine in action at Emmegi’s Modena headquarters.
He was impressed with the level of support provided by
Emmegi during the buying process and this has continued
since the delivery.
He says: “The ordering, delivery and installation process
were all very efficient and we benefited from excellent
training for our operators. What’s particularly good is that
we get regular calls and checks to make sure that the
machine is operating as we want it to, and we know the
Emmegi (UK) team are always available for help and
advice.” ❐
www.emmegi.com
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Rooﬂights?Take your pick.
Fixed
ﬂat
rooﬂights
•
•
•
•
•

Thermal aluminium, fully glazed system
Double 1.2 u-value, or triple 0.7 u-value
Available in clear, solar & privacy glass
Anthracite grey frame as standard
Delivery 3-4 working days on standards

• Walk-on, toughened
laminated glass
• For internal & external
installations
• Quick turnround with
bespoke sizes at no extra cost
• Available in clear,
privacy & anti-slip glass

Standard stock size & prices
for double glazed clear 1.2 value

1000 x 1000mm*
£505ex.V.A.T.
1000 x 1500mm*
£630ex.V.A.T.
£770ex.V.A.T.
1000 x 2000mm*
£940ex.V.A.T.
1000 x 2500mm*
*Internal opening size

Walk
on
rooﬂights

Thermal aluminium, fully glazed, walk-on rooﬂights
designed to transform dark basement or roof terrace
areas, allowing natural light to ﬂow into the rooms
below, whilst maintaining the thermal properties
within your home.

Tel: 0845 3400 200 Fax: 0845 3400 201 Email: sales@txpro.co.uk www.tuffxglass.co.uk
TuffX Processed Glass Ltd. Nexus House, Randles Road, Knowsley Business Park, Knowsley, Merseyside L34 9HX

SEALANT TECHNOLOGY

It’s a
LOCA
solution
H.B. Fuller / Kömmerling has announced the establishment of a new technology centre to support
its continuing programme of development for liquid lamination technology. The new LOCA (liquid
optical clear adhesives) technology center is in Bexbach, Germany. The centre, which is supporting
both existing and new clients from across Europe, has been established as part of a strategic alliance
with process specialists TTEC

C

hris Davis, composites manager for H.B. Fuller /
Kömmerling, says: "The continuing development of
a range of liquid, optically clear, adhesive (LOCA),
products holds the key to delivering new technology in the
growing genre, termed 'function in glass'.This is generally
a laminated glass that encapsulates active or dynamic
components between glass leafs, contributing to
improvements in occupier wellbeing, security and safety.
For example, the added features may enhance the optical
or thermal performance of a building. There is clear
evidence that intelligent buildings are becoming a reality
and this is leading to increasingly more complex
laminated glass composites and IG specifications, the
development of which can be supported by this new
technology centre. The initial focus of the research and
development work at the centre is for new solutions for the
automotive and construction sectors.”
H.B. Fuller / Kömmerling offers a high-performance
range of liquid lamination materials for producing
transparent composite materials. In addition to ‘classic’
laminated glass, these can also be used to produce
laminates made of plastic/glass and plastic/plastic. In
contrast to foils which are a thermoplastic interlayer used
in laminated glass, liquid optical clear adhesives form a
chemical bond with the surface. The curing process is
passive and does not require the high temperatures and
pressure synonymous with a laminating process using foils
and an autoclave process. Thanks to the LOCA
production method, the laminates can also be equipped
16

with
integrated
functionalities. For example,
sensitive
electronic
components that can be
integrated
into
the
intermediate layer, allowing
the production of dynamic
glazing
eg
switchable
electrochromic or media
façades with LEDs.
Using this approach forms
a three-dimensionally crosslinked composite, which
stands out with its high Chris Davis
structural stability and
combining glass and polycarbonate solutions for use as
high-security glasses – providing very thin and ultra-light
materials. Since the liquid optical clear adhesives are
processed in liquid form, they also adapt to free
geometries, and three-dimensionally shaped composite
solutions can be realised without any problems. With
LOCA solutions the materials are joined together
permanently, are break-proof and provide a visually
flawless optical quality.
The range of applications for the resulting laminated
glass is huge. It extends from highly resilient protective
panes for industrial use, to architecturally sophisticated
objects such as glass bridges or glass balustrades, to
windscreens, side windows or glass panes for the
The Fabricator 2021
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automotive industry. TTEC has installed the necessary
equipment at the liquid composites technology centre to
process both two-component systems as well as singlecomponent UV-curing solutions.
“We recognise that we need to present the benefits of our
LOCA solutions to the end customer in a comprehensive
manner,” explains Dr. Christian Scherer, head of business
development manager glass at H.B. Fuller / Kömmerling.
“With TTEC we have found a perfect partner to
implement this. At the new LOCA Technology Center, we
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can not only demonstrate our LOCA solutions and their
processing to potential customers, but also work with
them on the complete end-product development,
including the associated manufacturing concept – right
through to scaled up production concepts. The product
qualities achieved with the team at TTEC are outstanding
and inspire both us and our customers.” ❐

www.kommerlinguk.com
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COLUMN

Market uncertainty
With both Brexit and Covid-19 issues still very much with us, 2021 will continue to be a
challenge for all businesses. Both the ‘State of the Trade’ survey from CAB and the recent
CPA (Construction Products Association) forecasts do offer cautious hope for the year
ahead writes CAB board director Adrian Toon

C

AB’s 2020 final quarter State of the Trade Survey
showed a distinct caution within the fenestration
industry compared to the wider construction industry.
CAB’s survey is taken from its membership and the results
benchmarked against the wider construction industry by
the CPA. Normally CAB members fare much better, or
are more optimistic than that of the general construction
industry, but the last report of 2020 offers an interesting
insight.

Expected capacity utillisation

Historic capacity utilisation
Members historic sales, which reflects the fourth quarter
2020 against the third quarter 2020 only 36% of the CAB
membership, on balance, said that their sales had
increased compared to 85% on balance of the wider
construction industry. Looking forward to the first quarter
2021 on balance only 32% of CAB members expected
sales to increase, whilst 48% on balance of the wider
construction industry expected sales to increase. The
change could be reflecting the delay in which the supply of
aluminium fenestration follows some time after building
starts on site. The year ended with a net balance of 14%
of CAB members suggesting that sales volumes had
reduced in the previous year.
The main driving factor for CAB members remains the
costs of materials and obviously the exchange rate, as
much of the UK’s aluminium is imported. Looking
forward, as you would expect, 62% of CAB members
suggested that the demand for product would be the likely
constraining factor in business for the next 12 months,
reflecting the conservative figure in both reported historic
and expected sales forecasts.
Looking at capacity utilisation and companies that are
operating at over 90% of capacity, less than 50% of CAB
members suggested they were running at this level and
there does not seem to be an expected improvement in the
year ahead. The wider construction industry is faring a
little better, but the restrictions imposed by the Covid-19
outbreak continue to make business difficult for most.
On balance 27% of members have indicated that labour
18

costs during the last year have increased and on balance
64% of members expect that there will be further increases
in costs in the year ahead. Both historic and expected costs
remain higher than that of the wider construction industry.
Encouraging to see is the capital investment from CAB
members in the year ahead, on net balance across all
capital assets, is set to double in the year ahead suggesting
confidence in the coming months.
Overall, the CPA’s main scenario anticipates that
construction output in 2021 will rise by 14.0% with the
largest growth rates expected to be in infrastructure at
32%, public housing rm&i at 21% and industrial
construction by 19%. The CPA’s main scenario for 2022
anticipates that construction output will rise by a further
4.9% with the largest growth rates expected to be in public
housing of 10.0% and industrial construction of 8.5%.
Obviously these figures are based on combating the Covid
-19 virus as one of the main restrictions we currently face.
In fenestration circles, whilst commercial new build and
refurbishment outlooks may be a little cautious, there is a
possibility that the home improvement sector could
bounce back after the current lockdown as it did for the
first lockdown in 2020. With homeowners looking to
spend capital, capital not spent on holidays, in improving
their homes and property, these improvements often
include replacement windows and doors. Whilst still far
from the most widely used fenestration material in the UK
today, aluminium continues to grow and is arguably the
material of choice for the homeowner given its
affordability. ❐
Despite the pandemic, it is business as usual at CAB and
staff are on hand at the offices to answer any aluminium
fenestration related questions. Information is regularly
updated on the CAB website at www.c-a-b.org.uk. For
association membership enquires please contact Jessica
Dean at the CAB offices by email jessica.dean@c-ab.org.uk or telephone 01453 828851.
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Meets ALL of the latest
FireDoor Standards & More
DOCUMENT Q

BUILDING REGULATIONS
FOR FIRE DOOR SETS

PAS 24
&
SBD

EN
STANDARDS

HIGH-SECURITY
FIRE RATED
DOOR
Available Now

Coming Soon!

www.defendoor.co.uk
Safety and security in any building should never be compromised.
That’s why the Defendoor has been designed and tested to ensure that it
exceeds current safety regulations and will continue to provide protection to all users.

Made using Winkhaus Fireframe

Rutland® Concealed Door Closer

Designed to perform, the
Winkhaus Fireframe is extremely
resilient to impact, kicking,
gouging and burglary attack.

The industry’s highest performing
g
soft closer is DOCUMENTMAPPROV
VED
& tested to more than 500,000
e.
cycles ensuring they always close

If you are a building developer or you work for a local council or Housing
Association, the Defendoor will ensure that your project meets all the necessary
safety requirements. To discuss your project requirements in more detail, contact FabFrames today. Call us to speak directly
to one of our friendly and knowledgeable advisors or e-mail us for more information about our products and services.

DISCUSS YOUR PROJECT

Fabframes Ltd

01626 333 713

defendoor@fabframes.net
www.defendoor.co.uk

HERITAGE

Decor conundrum
Consultation is ongoing, building regulations look set to demand better energy efficiency, avoidance
of overheating (solar gain) and reduction of air leakage through windows, so that we consume less
energy and help meet our carbon reduction plans.All good stuff I hear you say, writes Alan Burgess

S

o, why do so many
councils
refuse
permission to install
energy
efficient,
replacement products?
Sadly, I fear this is the
backlash
caused
by
decades of unauthorised,
unsightly
and
unsympathetic
replacement
window
installations.
As
an
industry, we must take
responsibility for the
actions of others, so that
we can help planners
understand just how Alan Burgess
much we’ve changed, the
finishes we now offer (wood grains) and methods of
construction (timber look butt joints), and more
importantly, find ways to illustrate to them that the visual
impact any changes have, are minimal.
Fabricators love to make same size windows, standard
handles, no options. Installers want every colour
imaginable, a multitude of handle options and, of course,
as competitive a p
rice as possible. In recent years,
fabricators have found the demand for more ‘up market’
products for ‘heritage’ projects, has grown substantially.
Independent installers have also cottoned onto the fact
that end users will part with more cash, if they see they are
getting something far better, windows which look like
wooden ones, even at close quarters, without the
maintenance.
Because of Covid, self-isolation and most of the country
being furloughed, 2020 saw far greater consumer
engagement with interior designers, make over
programmes, doing up older properties or spectacular
new builds like Sarah Beeny’s New life in the Country.
Yet everything comes down to the opinions of a few
councillors, planners or conservation officers.
The people who decide the outcome are primarily
interested with the damage that replacements will cause,
“will new products stick out like a sore thumb?” NOT will
they save energy etc.
The challenge is not, can we make beautiful, authentic
windows, it is all about the quality of the application and
the skill applied to ensure planners cannot refuse
permission, because if the proposed work is being done
correctly, there should be no visual impact.
Installers have far greater success when they understand
that rather than trying to change entrenched opinions,
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likes
and
dislikes, they
can change
the
discussion
(and increase
their chances
of success) by
making
better
applications,
drawings and
carefully
constructed
wording
in
heritage
statements,
so that it
becomes less
about
opinion, and
more factual.
Yet as an
industry, we
are
not
engaged with
this process.
We want to
demo a sample, show the clever features and handles
options, without realising they really want to understand
more about the fitting method and this visual impact
question.
With every changing legislation, on Doc L heating, Doc
F ventilation, and overheating, government seeks to
reduce carbon yet planning departments seem to ignore
these benefits to the warmth and comfort of the occupier
and remain fixated on minor visual changes, like the
difference between drawn glass and the mirror image of
float glass.
Until government and heritage bodies align their
objectives, the challenges facing installers will remain an
uphill struggle but success will only come by adapting our
applications to illustrate factually, the visual changes will
be minimal and certainly not harmful to the aesthetics of
the building in question. ❐

Alan Burgess is group chairman of
Masterframe and Timberweld.
www.masterframe.co.uk
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The miller’s tale, II

G

rade II listed Harby Mill on the borders of
Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire landmark was
built in 1877 to replace a wooden original. Thirty years
ago it was converted into a five-storey home. A working
tower windmill until the 1930s, it fell into disrepair until
rescued in the 1990s. A two-storey extension was added in
2004. Since then, the owners have continued the
programme of restoration and renovation.
The most recent additions are AluK 58BW Heritage
aluminium windows and 58BD doors, which have been
installed throughout. They were fabricated by AluK
customer Tradeglaze (Lincoln).
The 58BW ST Heritage windows were judged to be a
better match to the cast iron originals in the mill tower –
and were approved for replacement of some of the soft
wood products in other parts of the building. They were
accepted and approved by both the local conservation
officer and the planning committee after a detailed
reporting process.
“We were pleased to be entrusted with this unusual
project. It has taken over a year of careful consultation,
surveying and planning but our dedicated teams have once
again delivered the perfect bespoke solution for our
customer,” says Jeremy Wetherall managing director at
Tradeglaze.
Designed primarily to replace steel windows, the 58BW
ST profiles feature traditional square sections and
sightlines of just 43mm in a fixed light. At Harby Mill, they
were specified in RAL1015 light ivory finish and, for the
11 windows installed in the tower itself, with matching
square glazing bars.
All of the windows and doors feature 24mm double
glazing which has transformed the energy efficiency of the

Tudoresque

property, as well as providing reassuring levels of security
over the timber windows they replaced.
The homeowners themselves said: “As for any owners of
a listed property, finding the right company to take time to
understand our requirements and provide a bespoke
product and carefully tailored service was key. We
considered other options but the team at Tradeglaze have
been terrific and their AluK Heritage windows, with an
authentic look and excellent weather performance, were
ideal for our property and for getting our planning
permission approved.” ❐
www.uk.aluk.com

S

ussex based Nuglaze Home Services has completed a
black finish 'Tudor' replacement window and door
project with leaded top lights, structural corner posts and
two oriel bay windows.
The firm used Residence 9 PVC-U Number 10 Black
in this period home. All the windows, doors and
ancillaries were supplied by Tradesmith.
The corner property featured two oriel bay windows, an
upstairs balcony and door and other unique glazing
features, which had to be completely sympathetic to the
fabric of the building. Authentic butt joints, the use of
black monkey tail handles and peg stays, also added to the
period nature of this unique property.
"This Tudor type property is the perfect showcase for
R9, with the dual colour option of No.10 black and
grained white featured throughout," says Sarah Hitchings
sales and marketing director, The Residence Collection
"It also proves that we are more than a credible
alternative to timber, yet with the longevity, g
reen
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credentials and energy efficiency properties of PVC-U,"
continues The Residence Collection's Hitchings. "With
consumers looking to enrich their homes with a better
living space, there’s never been a better time in which to
look at our valued added systems and outstanding
marketing assets to help close more sales with better
margins." ❐
www.residencecollectiontrade.co.uk
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Gloriously restored
A

ssociated Steel Window Services has completed the
refurbishment of the windows and doors for grade II,
art-deco style Hackney Town Hall in East London.
Hackney Town Hall is one of the capital’s most
recognisable municipal properties. The entire repair and
modernisation project has taken a decade to complete
since planning permission and listed building consent
were obtained.
The design and build project was managed by Geoffrey
Osborne with Hawkins Brown architects. ASWS was the
specialist sub-contractor tasked with removing, repairing
and reinstating the 80-year old universal suite section
windows, as well as producing new W20 doorsets for new
function areas.
Matthew Coleman project manager at Geoffrey
Osborne says: “Given the very large number of windows to
be restored, over a long period of time, getting the right
contractor to carry out the work was fundamental to the
success of the refurbishment project overall.
"ASWS is not only a specialist in such work but possibly
the only company at that time which was able to install a
double glazed unit into that profile. It was a strong selling
point and we were happy with the service provided
throughout the project.”
Hackney Town Hall was constructed in 1937, with the
large multi-section steel windows fitted directly into the
stone facades which left them vulnerable to weathering
and corrosion. While many of the frames measured 800 x
1800mm, those bringing light to the council chamber itself
were up to five metres in height with complex arched
heads.

ASWS removed the frames to its workshop where they
were shot-blasted and damaged sections replaced. A
primer coat was factory-applied and all of the old
ironmongery was saved and refitted before the frames were
returned to site. Once reinstalled, the frames were handpainted.
Slim-line glazing units were fitted to help improve the
building’s energy efficiency. These featured a 6.4 mm
laminated inner pane, with a 6mm gas filled cavity and a
4mm toughened outer pane.The old style putty lines were
reproduced using mastic pointing.
ASWS also fabricated a dozen double-glazed doorsets
using W20 steel sections. These have been installed in the
formerly redundant internal light-wells in the building
which have been reconfigured to create marriage suites or
event spaces. ❐

Yorkshire’s heroes
L

eeds-based Morley Glass & Glazing has pledged £500
to help fund repairs to an important piece of
Yorkshire’s World War One heritage.
Morley’s contribution to the Yorkshire Trench is its first
donation from its GreenVision Fund, where is uses the
money it receives from supplying Saint-Gobain Glass with
recycled glass cullet to support charities and support
sustainable projects.
Located just outside the Belgian town of Ypres, The
Yorkshire Trench earned its name after it was manned and
improved by the 49th West Riding ofYorkshire Division in
1915. The small section of trench is one of the very few
World War One front line trenches that still exists in its
original position. It was rediscovered by a g
roup of
amateur archaeologists in 1992.
A campaign led by Yorkshire historian, John Morrison,
is seeking to re-instate the site which until recently was
accessible to the public.
An initial estimate for repairs is £135,000, part of which
will be contributed by the city of Leper, which owns the
22

site. The campaign is crowdfunding the costs via a
JustGiving page, which has already collected £3,000 in
donations.
Ian Short, managing director of Morley Glass &
Glazing, says: “Morley Glass is honoured to help preserve
the memory of such heroic men. It would be a terrible
shame for such an important piece of Yorkshire history to
be lost.” ❐
The Fabricator 2021
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TRADE NEWS

We’re reinforced
A

nglo European Group, which supplies galvanised
frame reinforcement for window and door
fabricators, has responded to mounting reports of a global
crisis in the supply of steel, by assuring its customers that
it has guaranteed stocks for at least six months, with
negotiations continuing for the third quarter of 2021.
Global shortages and consequent price increases have
been caused by what has been called a ‘perfect storm’ in
market conditions that include fluctuations caused by
Covid-19 as well as international politics, a return to prepandemic automotive production volumes and China
becoming a nett importer of steel for the first time in a
decade.
In addition iron ore costs are at a nine-year high with
both planned and emergency steel mill outages also
contributing. The Wo rld Steel Association predicts
demand for finished steel to increase by 4.1% in 2021.
Underlining these issues are increases in the global price
of raw steel.
Paul Sullivan, Anglo European group CEO says: “We
have been supplying steel reinforcement to the UK
window and door industry for more than 30 years and the
current market conditions are without doubt the most
volatile that we have experienced in that time.
“Core material price increases are substantial and
changing daily, and these will have to be passed on as they
take place; however, the key issue is continuity of supply.

Paul Sullivan
We have secured supplies at least until July 31st 2021,
with negotiations at an advanced stage for the second half
of the year.” ❐
www.angloeuropeangroup.co.uk

Glassolutions has opened a new £1m
distribution centre, the ‘northern hub’,
in Elland,WestYorkshire.
The 30,000sq ft warehouse and 10,000sq
ft office space and will employ 35 people
from its former premises in Bradford
and Huddersfield, including the creation
of 11 new jobs.
Lisa Dunn, distribution director at
Glassolutions says:“The northern hub is
an impressive facility that will lead to an
even better service for our customers
and is an exciting development for
Glassolutions in the UK.
“It will be a complete one stop shop for
all glass and glazing products including
clear float, tinted float, low iron, soft and hard coat, laminated, patterned, wired, silvered, fire-glass and
self-cleaning glass in stock, cut sized and processed.
“All our customers from small traditional glaziers and joiners to large sealed unit manufacturers,
window fabricators and installers, fit out companies and glass merchants will benefit from daily
deliveries across the North of England, as well as online ordering and a collection service.
“Situated close to the M62 between Leeds and Manchester we are perfectly located to serve the
North of England with fast, efficient deliveries of the widest range of glass and glazing products plus
our enhance online ordering system means that our customers can even get their glass on the go.The
northern hub puts us in a fantastic position for the future growth of the business.” ❐

www.glassolutions.co.uk/en-gb
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DO WE TRULY CARE ABOUT POLLUTION?
SCIENCE KEEPS ADVANCING – AND SO SHOULD WE

TIME TO CHANGE AWAY FROM “DIRTY” DESICCANTS

It takes around 20 tonnes of water to process just
1 tonne of 3A zeolite powder.
Most of the world’s zeolites originate in the Far East, they
start life as 4 Angstrom material before being subjected to
an ion exchange process to become (mostly) 3A. That highly
polluted process water often gets dumped back untreated
in to land and rivers. Authorities have been shutting down
factories and imposing huge fines. Zeolite-based molecular
sieve may have been the best choice for selective
adsorption in insulating glass in the past, but that is no
longer so. It certainly is not the best choice for our planet.

And no unpleasant smells. And smooth, fast
flow rates. And excellent penetration. And
tremendous adhesion to glass, metal and
plastics.
AND top MVTR / GPR values.

AND EN 1279 certification,

New high performance zeolite-free desiccants specifically
for IGU manufacture have already been perfected based on
refined 3A crystalline calcium oxide powder. Locally mined,
environmentally clean, a natural product with a higher
activity and capacity than any zeolite.
No waste-water pollutants or CO2 air pollutants are
generated in the production, and it does not need to be
shipped from the other side of the world.

units having passed full Part
2 testing.

http://www.ashton-industrial.com/?page id=3632

Zeolite production is environmentally dirty, and desiccants
based on them are yesterday’s technology, over 40 years
old. It is time to move on.
meets and exceeds all
requirements of
EN1279:2018
AWAC >16%
LOI < 1.7% at RH9%
Delta-T > 50C

NANOMOL-C is the clean technology for today and for the
future, the perfect opportunity for IG manufacturers to
improve their products while saving some serious money,
… and the planet !

ashton-industrial.com

01279 624810

AND great prices across all volume bands.
The new

MELTEX™ High Performance

Hot Melt Insulating Glass Sealant from Nedex
Visit our web site for all the facts and data

TRADE NEWS

Reliable and trusted

R

apierstar is celebratiing a 20 year partneship with
Senior Architechtural systems. During the relatioship,
which has existed for a large part of Senior’s 30 years in
the market, Rapierstar has co-operated with Senior on the
development of its sytems.
The SF52 system, which launched in 2015 and today is
one of the most widely used systems of its kind for
applications where the design seeks to minimise sightlines
and maximise glazing.
Rapierstar worked closely with Senior in the original
development of the SF52 to ensure the suite of fasteners
recommended for the assembly of the curtain wall
provides a robust, reliable fix for the duration of the
installation’s service life. This included developing a
bespoke screw to fix a cleat that was key to the success of
the system, and five years on Rapierstar is supplying an
average of between 60,000-70,000 of these fasteners every
month.
Craig Turner, purchasing manager at Senior
Architectural Systems says: “Rapierstar has provided
support to us for over 20 years and has played a key part
in the growth and success of the company. From our early
systems to the latest aluminium curtain wall systems,
Rapierstar has been with us each step of the way providing
excellent technical support, often developing bespoke
design solutions which give our products the high level of
quality, reliability and performance our customers expect.
“At Senior, our mantra is to ‘give customers what they
want, when they want it’ but this is only possible when you
have a reliable and trusted supplier like Rapierstar
supporting you.”

Mark Calpin, Rapierstar’s technical consultant says:
“Fasteners play a crucial role in ensuring every window,
door or curtain wall delivers on its promise and meets
customer expectations, so it is important to ensure the
right products are used consistently, an approach that
Senior advocates and has benefited from.We look forward
to working with the Senior team for the next 20 years and
providing all the technical support they need to keep their
systems at the forefront of the market.” ❐
www.rapierstar.com

Ashton Industrial has launched a new fast precision vertical-horizontal loader .The VHV-Picker Pro is
designed for high speed yet precise and careful handling of glass products.
Professional, heavy duty construction combined with precision and speed, this new design picker offers
the perfect solution to any number of applications where mono glass products or double glazed units
need to be lifted to vertical, or lowered to horizontal smoothly and efficiently.
Google Glass in the UAE selected the VHV-Picker Pro in conjunction with Ashtons’ automatic queuing
system to pick insulating glass units directly from the end of its IG production line, and feed them in
sequence to two sealing areas. ❐

www.ashton-industrial.com/?p=6334
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#changetobetter
in 2021
A Quality trade frame
All colours available
German Quality
Fast lead times
Quality fabrication

Aluminium Bifolds
Fully fabricated
from just

£350
per leaf

T 02476 686682 F 02476 638779
www.armstrongindustries.co.uk
sales@armstrongindustries.co.uk
Boston place | Coventry | CV6 5NN

est 1996

TRADE NEWS

How many tricks?
A

lutech’s BF73 aluminium door system gives
fabricators a single system that caters for all styles.
Single, French or bifolding doors can all be fabricated
from the same system. According to Alutech the system
can cater for projects that call for shaped frames, fixed
frames, sidelights, astragal bars, blinds in glass and can
also be used as an entrance door with optional inserted
aluminium panels.
Alutech says that the BF73 system has been designed to
be quick and easy to fabricate and install. It offers an
adjustable jamb feature for maximum adjustability during
installation. The optional adjustable jamb offers easier
installs with 4mm tolerance.
Alutech’s aluminium door systems have high levels of
security, thermal efficiency, noise reduction and weather
proofing and have been tested to open and close without
effort. Its systems are designed with maximum glass areas
to improve the view for the customer.
The West Yorkshire-based systems house is still working
to a delivery time of five working days on standard stock.
This includes aluminium profile systems for BF73 bifolding and French doors in mill finish, anthracite grey,
black, white, dual colour profile grey/white and dual
colour profile black/white.
Alutech’s UK-based customer service and technical
support team is still fully operational during the latest
lock-down. ❐
www.alutechsystems.co.uk

PAS for Precision
D

urham based AT Precision, which supplies
aluminium bi-fold hardware, has passed the PAS
24:2016 test so all of its products now meet the industry
standard.
AT sells to over 100 fabricators across the country, and
its Everglide range includes bi-folding door rollers, topguides, pull handles and hinges, all of which are made
from cast aluminium and are compatible with all major bifold systems.
“We are delighted to have been PAS 24:2016
accredited, as it means we can confidently guarantee to all
our customers that our products meet the industry
standards,” says sales director Michael Hewitt.
AT Precision offers next day delivery for orders made
before 1pm, and delivery is free within the UK on all
orders over £250. ❐
www.atprecision.co.uk
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The league 100
T

hermoseal Group, has been ranked no.96 in the
league
of
businesses
with
fastest-growing
international sales.
Sunday Times HSBC International Track 200 league
table published in February and ranks Britain’s m
idmarket (total sales of £25m+ and international sales of
£1m+) private companies with the fastest growing
international sales over the past two years. The 200
companies include well-known names from across the
UK.Thermoseal Group has achieved annual international
sales growth over two years of a 41% increase supplying to
a growing number of countries in five continents.
“We are delighted to reach no. 96 in a league with some
of the UK’s best-performing businesses” says Thermoseal
group chairman Gwain Paterson. “We are extremely
pleased with our export successes to date, particularly in
Asia where our sales have increased by 174% in the past
year.
“Despite the uncertainty in the UK market and fears
associated with Brexit, we have invested significant funds
into purchasing a new building.This site has now become
our ‘centre for innovation and manufacturing’. It has two
new laboratories and additional test rooms to give our
technical team everything they need to develop new
energy efficient products whilst maintaining the highest
quality standards and enhancing our current product
portfolio.

Two-way
system solution
K

nowing the true occupancy and the flow of people in
and out of a store, office or building is now more
important than ever. Geze, a specialist in door and
window control technology, has introduced Geze
Counter, a customer flow control solution which
specifically addresses these challenges.
The two systems, Geze Counter Plus and Geze Counter
Connect integrate with automatic doors to provide
controlled admission by a simple but effective traffic light
system and meets the need for social distancing.
Geze Counter systems provide analytics by hour, day or
week to give management greater control and ensure the
health and safety of employees and customers.
Adam Presdee, service director at Geze says: "The Geze
Counter systems are a cost-effective way to manage the
number of people in and out of a building and it frees up
The Fabricator 2021

Gwain Paterson
“Another vital use of this building has been to house
our increased stockholding to help ensure continuity of
supply to the UK and export markets to counter supply
issues caused by Covid-19 and, of course, Brexit. Where
possible, we have also dual sourced products to counter
any delay in sourcing materials that are vital for
production.” ❐
www.thermosealgroup.com
a number of staff who
can
be
more
productively employed
elsewhere
in
the
building."
The systems employ
a simple traffic light
arrangement – wait
whilst the light is red
and the doors are deactivated, and enter
when the light is green.
There are two versions
available, an internet
or cloud based system
for
full
analysis,
control
and
management
either
locally or at head
office, or a local
network system to a
designated PC or
smart phone to view,
control or manage
analytics in store. ❐
www.geze.co.uk
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PROFINDER
Tel: 07932 243008
Access Systems

www.profinder.eu

Email: mehreen.haroon@profinder.eu
Aluminium
Bi-Folding doors

Conservatory Roofs

For all your access control
and door hardware
solutions
Electric Strikes
Deadlocking Bolts
● Waterproof Keypads
● Compact Shearlocks
● Deadlocks & Deadlatches
● Lock Accessories
● Transom Door Closers
● Vortex Magnets
●
●

01202 676262
info@alpro.co.uk
w w w. a l p ro . c o . u k

Audio Systems

Colours

AN INDUSTRY LEADING
COLOUR COATING SPECIALIST
FOR WINDOWS, DOORS AND
ROOFLINE
ANY COLOUR IN 5 DAYS

Baypole Jacks
You can buy jacking kits from as
little as £6.00 each (subject to
order). Kits manufactured to fit
most systems with various loadings.
Top and bottom adjustments meet
Fensa requirements.

£6.00 each
Jacking kits for £
Systems Duraflex, Swish24/7, Eurocell,
Status, Synseal, Kommerling, Veka

CAP DESIGNS LIMITED

Ref: Fab11

53 Pound Lane Central,
Basildon, Essex, SS15 4EX
Phone: 0844 4772505
Fax: 0871 2214305
E-mail: capjacking@aol.com
Web: www.capdesigns.co.uk

Fly/Insect Screens

Window openers

Get a FREE Quote
on 01924 454856
or visit
kolorseal.co.uk

Handling Equipment

PROFINDER
Tel: 07932 243 008

Machinery

www.profinder.eu

Email: mehreen.haroon@profinder.eu

Gemskill
Gemskil
ill
Limited

SERVING THE WINDOW INDUSTRY

Tel: 0113 393 8939
Email: sales@wmduk.com
All makes of New Machinery at competitive prices
Large selection of Refurbished Machinery
Part Exchange welcome
All machines supplied with warranties
Highly skilled service engineers for all your repairs,
breakdowns and servicing
Fast response spares department
WE
SERVICE
WEPROVIDE
PROVIDEA
A FAST,
FAST, FRIENDLY
FRIENDLY AND COMPETITIVE
COMPETITIVE SERVICE

www.wmduk.com

Profile Bending
G.M.FORMERS
DRY PVCU PROFILE BENDING
HIGH SPEC FORMERS FOR ALL PROFILES
t: +44(0)1744 24256
f: +44(0)1744 24279
e: geoff@gmformers.com
w: www.gmformers.com

To Advertise
call

Mehreen Haroon-Ali

07932 243 008

Machiner y

Sawing and Machining as it should be

Recycling

– 450
– 650
– 1100
ZX3 550
ZX5 800
AUTOFLOW-2 350
per week
per week
per week

01493 742348

Ask for machine sales or visit www.stuga.co.uk

Profile Bending
Spares for Repairs

“Our in-depth knowledge, attention
to detail and friendly service make
Curved Frame Specialists the ideal
choice to build your custom frames.”

■ PVCU profi
file
i bending arch
and angle specialists
■ 7-10 working day turn
around
■ Over 20 years experience
■ Competitive prices

PROFINDER
Tel: 07932 243008

www.profinder.eu

Email: mehreen.haroon@profinder.eu

Window Bags & Display Cases

Window Protection Film

Andywrap® Masking Film
The No.1 UK leading Window Protector

• FREE NEXT DAY DELIVERY
(NO MINIMUM ORDER)
• AVAILABLE IN CLEAR
OR BLUE
• SOLVENT BASED ACRYLIC
(BEST YEAR-ROUND ADHESIVE)

• SUPPLYING THE GLAZING
INDUSTRY FOR OVER 25 YEARS

Call Freephone:

0800 0850006

sales@andywrap.net

Window Bags & Display Cases

Racking Systems

USE INSIGHT DATA TO

DISC VER
THE BEST
CUSTOMERS

CONNECT
WITH
DECISION MAKERS

PERF RM
WITH
BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE

01934 808 293

hello@insightdata.co.uk
@insightdata
www.insightdata.co.uk
502 Worle Park Way, Weston-super-Mare, BS22 6WA
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The Council for Aluminium in Building’s aim is to support the interests of the architectural aluminium industry by
encouraging the increasing use of aluminium products in architecture and in the construction industry as a whole

Architectural Metalwork

Fabricators & Manufacturers

Fabricators & Manufacturers

Finish Architectural
0121 327 0523
www.finisharchitectural.co.uk
Presstek
01527 918651

Alumet
01926 811677
www.alumet.co.uk
Aluminium Bending Specialists
01623 721172
www.absltd.co.uk
Aluminium Sashes
01452 616581
www.aluminiumsashes.co.uk
Amberley Doors & Windows
01453 889362
www.amberleydoorsandwindows.co.uk
APiC UK
0121 541 2121
www.apicuk.ltd.uk
Arkay Windows
01923 803923
www.arkaywindows.com
AWS Turner Fain
01905 774267
www.awsturnerfain.com
Ayton & McKeown
01733 390422
www.ayton-mckeown.com
BarnshawsAluminium Bending
0121 521 4297
www.barnshaws.com
CDW Systems
01452 414853
www.cdwsystems.co.uk
Clearway Doors & Windows
01242 513322
www.clearwaydoorsandwindows.co.uk
Crown Doors and Shutters
0191 419 4499
www.crownasl.co.uk
DortechArchitectural Systems
01484 451177
www.dortech.co.uk
Drayton Windows
01603 789389
www.drayton-windows.co.uk
Emperor Shopfitters
020 8590 4466
www.emperorshopfitters.co.uk
Fentrade
01633 547787
www.fentradealuminium.co.uk
Glasshus Facades
0113 390 0126
ww.glasshusfacades.co.uk
IDF Aluminium
0844 8000 683
www.idfaluminium.co.uk
MBE Glazing Systems
01422 311889
www.mbeglazing.com

Metalline (Services)
01543 456930
www.metalline.co.uk
NorDan Aluminium
01698 376922
www.nordan.co.uk
Norwich Aluminium
01603 327373
www.norwichaluminium.co.uk
Open Entrances
01923 277901
www.openentrances.co.uk
Openwood Facades
01268 574260
www.openwoodgroup.co.uk
Panel Systems
0114 275 2881
www.composite-panel.co.uk
Prater
01737 772331
www.prater.co.uk
Ridgeway Facades
01452 883817
www.ridgewayglazing.co.uk
Solarlux Systems
01707 339970
www.solarlux.co.uk
The Rooflight Company
01993 830613
www.therooflightcompany.co.uk
TheWindowGlassCompany(Bristol)
0117 977 9292
www.windowglass.co.uk
Total Aluminium Systems
01823 353395
www.total-aluminium.co.uk
Unique Window Systems
0116 236 4656
www.uniquewindowsystems.co.uk

Consultants

a2n Management
07766 565027
www.a2n.co.uk
E P Consultants
01785 824580
NET Project Management &
Consultancy
01775 712771
www.netpmcs.co.uk
Placing Leaders
01280 817835
www.placingleaders.co.uk
The Design Solutions Business
01922 277310
www.dsbltd.com

Extruders

Aluminium Shapes
01536 262437
www.alishapes.co.uk
Hydro Aluminium UK
01773 549300
www.hydro.com

Fabricators & Manufacturers
3D Aluminium
01865 881403
www.3daluminium.co.uk
4 Aluminium
01733 889533
www.4ali.co.uk
Acorn Aluminium
0115 928 2166
www.acornaluminium.com
AEL
01695 732132
www.a-e-l.co.uk
AlchemyArchitecturalAluminium
Systems
01922 634009
www.aaasl.uk
AlimaticArchitecturalAluminium
Systems
01376 347789
www.alimatic.co.uk
Allied Glazing Systems
0114 243 3595
www.allied-glazing.co.uk
AluFold Direct
01706 260700
www.alufolddirect.co.uk

CAB Members 2021

Finishing
AkzoNobel Powder Coatings
0191 401 2281
www.interpon.co.uk
Barley Chalu
01953 602771
www.barleychalu.co.uk
Chemetall
01908 649333
www.chemetall.com
Powdertech (Corby)
01536 400890
www.powdertechcorby.co.uk

CAB Members - Buyer’s Guide 2021
Finishing

Hardware

Machinery Suppliers

Sherwin-Williams General
Industrial Coatings
0151 486 0486
www.synthapulvin.co.uk
Superior Paint & Powder
Coating
024 7646 4676
www.sppcltd.co.uk
Tomburn Ltd
02392 692020
www.tomburn.com

Dyer Environmental Controls
0161 491 4840
www.dyerenvironmental.co.uk
ERA Home Security
01922 490050
www.eraeverywhere.com
GEZE UK
01543 443000
www.geze.co.uk
HOPPE (UK)
01902 484400
www.hoppe.co.uk
L J Pratley & Partners
01277 633933
www.ljpratley.co.uk
L P Window Controls
01268 724506
www.lpwindowcontrols.co.uk
Prosale Automatic Doors
01452 729182
www.prosaledoors.co.uk
R W Simon
01805 623721
www.rwsimon.co.uk
Sapphire Louvres
01455 612222
www.sapphire-group.co.uk
SE Controls
01543 443060
www.secontrols.com
Securistyle
01242 221200
www.securistyle.com
SFS
0113 208 5500
www.sfsintec.biz
Sobinco
07955 282910
www.sobinco.com
Titon Hardware
01206 713800
www.titon.co.uk
VBH (GB)
01634 263263
www.vbhgb.com
Window Ware
01234 242713
www.windowware.co.uk

Elumatec UK
01908 580800
www.elumatec.com
Emmegi (UK)
024 7667 6192
www.emmegi.com
Haffner Murat
01785 222421
www.haffnermurat.com
Pro Composite Solutions
07921 771771
www.procompositesolutions.com

United Anodisers

01484 533142
www.unitedanodisers.com
Vertik-Al
0121 608 7171
www.vertik-al.com

Glazing Products
Float Glass Industries
0161 946 8000
www.floatglass.co.uk
Glas Trösch
0208 366 1662
www.glastroeschgroup.com
Guardian Industries UK
01405 726881
www.guardianglass.co.uk
Pilkington UK
01744 692000
www.pilkington.com
Saint-Gobain Glass
01977 666100
www.saint-gobain-glass.com

Hardware
Alpro Architectural Hardware
01202 676262
www.alpro.co.uk
ASSA ABLOY OpeningSolutions
UK&Ireland
0845 873 4838
www.adamsrite.co.uk
Axim Architectural Hardware
020 8685 9685
www.axim.co.uk
Carl F Groupco
01733 393330
www.carlfgroupco.co.uk
CiiLOCK Engineering
01455 891604
www.ciilock.com
dormakaba
01462 477600
www.dormakaba.co.uk

Installers
Safeguard Glazing Supplies
01780 751442
www.safe-guard.co.uk

Recyclers
Alutrade
0121 552 0330
www.alutrade.co.uk

Repair and Maintenance
Commercial Windows & Doors
020 8885 8585
www.comwin.co.uk

Roofing Components

Dales Fabrications
0115 930 1521
www.dales-eaves.co.uk

Shading Devices

AW Louvers & Ventilation
01684 274608
www.awlouvers.co.uk
Contrasol
01727809459
www.contrasol.com
Duco Ventilation & Sun Control
0333 772 7734
www.duco.eu
Renson Fabrications
01622 754123
www.renson.be

Software Design & Supply
BM Aluminium
01684 856920
www.bmaluminium.co.uk
Soft Tech (England)
0121 468 0140
www.softtech.com

Systems Design & Supply
AluK (GB)
01633 810440
www.aluk.co.uk
ALUMIL Systems UK
07552 508097
www.alumil.com/uk
Aluprof UK
0161 941 4005
www.aluprof.co.uk
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Systems Design & Supply

Systems Design & Supply

Thermal Barrier Products

Architectural & Metal Systems
+353 21 4705100
www.ams.ie
Comar Architectural
Aluminium Systems
020 8685 9685
www.comar-alu.co.uk
Decalu Solutions
01249 816969
www.deceuninck.com
Epwin Window Systems
01952 290910
www.stellaraluminium.co.uk

Metal Technology
028 9448 7777
www.metaltechnology.com
RAICO UK
01329 848175
www.raico.eu
Reynaers
0121 421 1999
www.reynaers.com
Schueco UK
01908 282111
www.schueco.co.uk
Senior Architectural Systems
01709 772600
www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk
Smart Architectural Aluminium
01934 876100
www.smartsystems.co.uk

Ensinger Building Products
01443 678400
www.insulbar.com
Technoform Insulation Solutions
UK
01789 761323
www.technoform.com
Watkiss Thermalbreak
01335 344450
www.watkissthermalbreak.co.uk

Exlabesa

01302 762500
www.exlabesa.co.uk
HUECK UK
01905 677480
www.hueck.com
Hydro Building Systems UK
01684 853500
www.hydroextrusions.com
iKON Aluminium Systems
0121 789 9936
www.ikonaluminium.com
Jack Aluminium Systems
024 7646 7449
www.jackaluminium.co.uk
Kawneer UK
01928 502500
www.kawneer.com
Kestrel Aluminium Systems
0121 333 3575
www.kestrelaluminium.co.uk

Testing & Certification

BSI Assurance UK
0345 086 9001
www.bsigroup.com
Element
01902 722122
www.element.com
UL International (UK)
01952 586580
www.ul.com
VINCITechnology Centre UK
01525 859050
www.technology-centre.co.uk

Weatherproofing
Adshead Ratcliffe & Co
01773 826661
www.arbo.co.uk
Hodgson Sealants (Holdings)
01482 868321
www.hodgsonsealants.com
Reddiplex
01905 795432
www.reddiplex.com
SealEco
01698 802250
www.sealeco.com
Sherwin-Williams Diversified
Brands
01752 202060
www.geocel.co.uk

CAB is the essential trade body for the Aluminium in Building
sector. For further information on membership benefits
including the extensive range of free seminars on contractual
awareness, H & S and specialist technical and marketing
topics, please contact Jessica Dean on 01453 828851 or email
jessica.dean@c-a-b.org.uk

Alternatively go to
www.c-a-b.org.uk/about-cab/why-join
where an application form can also be downloaded.
Council for Aluminium in Building, Bank House, Bond’s Mill, Stonehouse, Glos GL10 3RF
Tel: 01453 828851 Web: www.c-a-b.org.uk
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Introducing the ultimate marketing blueprint.
Only from Purplex - the PR, digital and
creative agency for ambitious companies.
Discover why more companies choose Purplex as their marketing
and digital partner. Book a Zoom call, telephone 01934 808 132,
email grow@purplexmarketing.com
or visit purplexmarketing.com

Scan here to book your
free Zoom marketing
consultation

TIMBERLOOK IS A MODERN UPVC SYSTEM THAT REPLICATES HERITAGE DESIGNS
HAND-CRAFTED FOR CHARACTER AND CONSERVATION PROJECTS, BUT WITH A MINIMAL
AND UNDERSTATED APPEARANCE THAT IS JUST AS IDEAL FOR CONTEMPORARY PROPERTIES

NO UNSIGHTLY
TRICKLE VENTS

DEEP BOTTOM RAIL
OPTION AVAILABLE
OUR NEW 28-PAGE

BROCHURE WILL DO ALL
THE SELLING FOR YOU!

CALL US ON

01253 888222
TO GET YOUR
SHOWROOM
SAMPLES

PAS24 CERTIFIED

|

SPECIFY TO DOCUMENT Q

|

ON-SITE GLAZING | 70MM FRAME

Accepted as a variation on Condition
11, they are considered to successfully
mimic traditional ﬂush casements, and
care has been taken over details such
as the cill and trickle ventilation…
Heritage Oﬃcer, Cotswold Council

THE BEST INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL
DESIGN AVAILABLE IN A FLUSH SASH

MORTISE & TENON LOOKS | CHOICE OF COLOURS & WOODGRAINS | MATCHING FLUSH DOOR
TIMBERLOOK is the Flush Sash system from Aﬀordable Windows. It boasts an authentic square mortise and tenon looking
fabrication for both the sash and outerframe - with none of the diagonal mitred joints that normally identify uPVC windows.
Featuring a night latch as standard, and with unique design options like a deep bottom rail, traditional cill details, and
concealed trickle ventilation - TIMBERLOOK windows are virtually identical to the most expensive wooden windows.

CONCEALED TRICKLE VENTILATION | 60MM SASH SIZE | SLIM ASTRAGAL ‘COTTAGE’ BAR

AFFORDABLE WINDOWS

TIMBERLOOK

FLUSH SASH
HERITAGE WINDOW

For more information, contact PHIL MYERS

01253 888222 / 07817 816663
sales@timberlook.com

