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A pivotal aquisition

S8, the parent company of hardware

distributor Window Ware, has
announced the acquisition of specialist
ironmongery distributor, B Waller.

Window Ware MD Sam Nuckey says
that this marks a pivotal moment for
both companies and forges a powerful
new partnership in the UK's fenestration
supply sector. She says: “This move
strengthens SRS8’s commitment to
expand its service capability ensuring
greater stability, choice, and dedicated
support for customers across the entire
fenestration landscape from PVC-U and
aluminum to the rapidly expanding
timber joinery market.

“The acquisition is a carefully
considered investment that provides B)
Waller with the infrastructure, scale and
strategic backing of a larger group, while
maintaining the specialist expertise
customers rely on. B] Waller's
commercial operations team will remain
in place, guaranteeing consistency and
in-depth knowledge for the joinery
sector.

Decide
Oon data

Insight Data’s, recent monthly
insolvency report points to a
widespread decrease in business failures
across the glass and glazing,
construction and building product
industries.

The analysis shows local builders
experienced the sharpest decline,
where insolvencies decreased by 38%,
falling from 138 in October to 85 in
November. Similarly, main contractors,
those with a turnover above £5m,
experienced a significant dip of 33%,
with just four firms going under
compared to six in October. The glass
and glazing industry also saw a notable
decline with the number of businesses
shutting shop dropping by 28%, falling
from 124 to 89 in November. Both
architects and builders’ merchants
maintained relatively stable levels,
where insolvencies fell by six and seven
per cent respectively.

"This investment by SRS8 is a clear
signal of our belief in the long-term
strength of fenestration and the value
that BJ Waller brings to the growing
timber joinery sector. It’s about joining
forces with specialist talent and
invaluable market sector insight.” (1

These improved figures follow a

troubling October,  which saw
insolvencies surge across nearly every
sector, and mark a significant, albeit
cautious, sign of relief as the year draws
to a close.

Alex Tremlett, commercial director at
Insight Data, says: “While this reduction
in insolvencies shows a positive
outcome as the industry moves into
2026, it doesn’t guarantee recovery.The
total number of failures is still incredibly
high and | believe these financial
pressures will no doubt continue as we
enter the new year.

“l would recommend companies
make key decisions based on live market
intelligence, rather than instinct or
outdated information.” (1

100 vyears

in business

I st January, 2026 marked the
centenary of Haffner Germany,
manufacturer of PYC-U and aluminium
fabrication technology. Dave Thomas,
CEO and founder of Haffner Ltd UK,

says “Haffner machines have
transformed the way windows and
doors are manufactured, driving

productivity, quality and efficiency for
fabricators around the globe. Reaching
100 years is not only a celebration of our

Haffner Centenary group

heritage, but a reminder of how our
machinery continues to set the
benchmark for the industry.”

Founded in 1926 in Pforzheim,
Germany, by Gotthold Haffner, the
company began by producing precision
woodworking hand machines. Over the
decades, Haffner has evolved into one of
the most influential names in the
fenestration sector, known globally for
its advanced CNC technology and fully
automated fabrication lines.

Today, the company is perhaps best
known for its SBA profile machining
centres. The latest iteration, the SBA-4
PVC-U Profile machining centre, draws
on decades of automated expertise and
delivers an exceptional balance of
cutting and machining performance for
PVC-U profiles.

Haffner Ltd has been part of the
Haffner story for more than 35 of the
100 years, and the company has always
continued the track record of
excellence set by its German
counterparts. It has won two G-Awards
for machinery supplier of the year and
secured two NFA awards for machinery
company of the year. Thomas says:
“Celebrating 100 years is a proud
moment for us all and we are
committed to ensuring the next century
has just as much impact on the industry
as the last” (1
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