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Drawmg on real industry insight and forward
planning, the 2026 Home Trends report goes beyond
surface-level aesthetics to explore how evolving

homeowner expectations are reshaping the way windows
and doors are designed, specified and experienced. The
result is a clearer picture of what homeowners and trade
professionals alike will prioritise in the year ahead.

Longevity

According to The Residence Collection, one of the most
significant shifts is a move away from short-lived trends
towards designs built for longevity. Homeowners are
increasingly favouring classic proportions, flush aesthetics
and adaptable styles that work across a wide range of
property types — balancing heritage appeal with modern
living.

Energy efficiency

At the same time, performance is no longer optional.
Energy efficiency has become an expectation rather than
a differentiator, with homeowners demanding products
that deliver strong thermal performance without
compromising on appearance. Windows and doors are
now expected to work harder behind the scenes,
supporting comfort, efficiency and long-term value.

New tech

Technology is also playing a growing role in how
customers engage with brands. From Al-powered live chat
to streamlined online ordering platforms, digital tools are
becoming integral to the customer journey helping
homeowners and trade customers access information
more quickly, make informed decisions and move through
the buying process with greater confidence.

logistics and automation

Behind the scenes, manufacturers and suppliers are
responding to a challenging market by focusing on
operational efficiency and reliability. Smarter logistics,
automation and process improvements are enabling better
service levels and more consistent delivery, even amid
ongoing industry pressures.

16

t.ion shares its mSLgl-l'ﬂIto the trends set to
abricator’s special correspondent The
‘weéllas-technology and customer experience

Confidence and innovation

Finally, The Residence Collection highlights a renewed
sense of confidence in craft and in the industry itself.
Fenestration is increasingly being recognised as a creative
and innovative sector, with a growing emphasis on
celebrating skills, encouraging new talent and reinforcing
the industry’s role in shaping the homes of the future.

“While the market continues to present challenges,
there is real momentum behind thoughtful design,
smarter technology and a better overall experience for
customers,” says Sarah Hitchings, sales and marketing
director at The Residence Collection. “2026 will be
defined not by chasing trends, but by investing in quality,
confidence and long-term value. More widely, I hope the
fenestration industry approaches the year with
confidence. It’s a hugely creative and dynamic sector, and
we need to be positive, proactive and continue showing
that it’s an excellent industry to join and invest in.” (1
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HERITAGE WINDOWS

Royal game-changer

Window Ware, is celebrating the market success of its Regal Hardware brand with long-
standing customer, East of England trade fabricator BSW Window Solutions

SW has been proactively championing the Regal

Hardware heritage range, particularly the new
knurled design, which, it says, is proving to be a genuine
game-changer for fabricators of heritage aluminium
systems.

BSW reckons that the aesthetic of heritage steel-look
aluminium requires hardware with an equally
sophisticated design. In the past, fabricators often had to
settle for ‘standard’ handles that were simply meant to
disappear so they wouldn't detract from the frame.

The new Regal Hardware ‘industrial-chic’ knurled
design solves this mismatch according to Window Ware.
Engineered specifically for these profiles, the hardware
now offers an aesthetic worthy of the system, ensuring the
handle is finally a component fabricators actively want to
include.

BSW Window Solutions offers the complete Regal
Hardware collection to its network of installer customers,
allowing them to meet every preference and precisely
tailor their offering to meet client demands. However, it is
the new Knurled range that has generated the most
excitement, especially when paired with the Sheerline
Classic (heritage) door system.

To truly drive home the hardware’s premium aesthetic,
BSW has chosen to send out individual Regal Hardware
handle samples in presentation bags to its installers.

Rob Marley, managing director at BSW Window
Solutions, says: “Our customers are really excited. We saw
an excellent response to the soft launch of the hardware
with our top installer customers and initial orders are very
encouraging.”
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Gary Hancock, sales director at BSW Window
Solutions, echoed this sentiment, highlighting the shift in
market demand: “Our installers are always looking for
something different, and the Regal knurled design
absolutely fits the bill. The full Regal Hardware range has
been exceptionally well received by our customers, and we
are looking forward to the official full launch very soon.
We are currently adding Regal products to our brochure,
alongside using the dedicated Regal Hardware retail
brochure and the sample display board in our showroom.”

This demand for differentiation is reflected in the strong
market-wide uptake of the Knurled range’s different
finishes. The success of Regal’s antique bronze finish
proves that the market is ready for hardware that stands
out, not blends in.

The knurled handle in antique bronze creates a focal
point, providing the perfect counterpoint to the slick,
minimalist lines of black heritage systems. It’s a design
that transforms the handle from a basic utility into a
finishing design touch.

This commitment to Regal Hardware signifies a new
chapter in the long-term relationship between the two
companies.

Izabela Payne, key accounts manager for Window Ware,
who works directly with BSW, says: “What BSW has done
here is brilliant. They understood immediately that Regal
Hardware offers a genuine competitive edge. This is not
just a hardware upgrade; it's a proactive investment in
high-end specification that will help BSW and its installers
stand out!” (1
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